
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

March 19, 2023 

3:00 p.m. 

Las Placitas 
Presbyterian Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Our March 2023 Visual Artists 
 

Linda Allison, Mixed Media        Marian Berg, Oil Painting 
Dan Badgley, Mixed Media       Judith Roderick, Quilts 

Dianna Shomaker, Oil & Acrylic Painting        Pea Garr, Solar Lights 
 

PAS Thanks Recent General Fund Donors! 
 

Whole Note: Anne Hays Egan              Half Note: Linda Lockett 
Quarter Note: Deborah Gullo, Merrill “Pete” Palmer,  

Tabbetha Bennett & Bob Davidson 
Eighth Note: Margaret Broenniman, Susan Harper, Cynthia Magallon-Puljic 

 
(For 2022-23 donors prior to September 2022, see p. 37 of the Program Book.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

      
 

This project is supported in part by New Mexico Arts, a division of the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National Endowment for the Arts. 

(Notes continued from page 2) 

 
With Modest Mussorgsky, we return to the earlier generation of Russian Romantic 
composers. He was a member of a group that also included Rimsky-Korsakov and 
Borodin, known as the “New Russian School.” Working together in St. Petersburg 
between 1856 and 1870, they strove to achieve a uniquely Russian musical identity. 
“Pictures at an Exhibition” is a suite of ten piano pieces, plus a recurring, varied 
Promenade theme, composed in 1874. The piece is Mussorgsky's most famous piano 
composition and it has become a showpiece for virtuoso pianists. The movements are 
based on pictures by the artist, architect, and designer Viktor Hartmann, a good 
friend of Mussorgsky’s who had died suddenly the previous year. 
 
[Program note sources include the Tchaikovsky Research website, Wikipedia, and 
Hyperion Records.] 
 Wei Luo 

Solo Piano  

 

 
 

Concert Generously Sponsored by 
 

Dianna and John Shomaker (Silver) 

The Firestone Family Foundation (Silver) 

 



 Musical Program 
 
Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 
 

Dumka in c minor, Op. 59 (“Russian Rustic Scene”) 
 

“Romance” in f minor, Op. 5    
 
Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) 
 

“Vocalise” Op. 34, No 14 
 
Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953) 
 

 Piano Sonata No. 7 in B-flat Major, Op. 83 
I. Allegro inquieto (in B-flat Major) 
II. Andante caloroso (in E Major) 
III. Precipitato (in B-flat Major) 

 
      INTERMISSION 
  
Modest Mussorgsky (1839-1881)  
 

“Pictures at an Exhibition” 
     Promenade 

I. The Gnome 
Promenade 
II. The Old Castle 
III. Tuileries (Children’s Quarrel after Games) 
IV. Cattle 
Promenade 
V. Ballet of Unhatched Chicks 
VI. “Samuel” Goldenberg and “Schmuÿle” 
Promenade 
VII. Limoges. The Market (The Great News) 
     Catacombs (Roman Tomb) 
VIII. With the Dead in a Dead Language 
IX. The Hut on Hen’s Legs (Baba Yaga) 
X. The Bogatyr Gates (In the Capital in Kiev) 

 

 

Program Notes 

Today’s program begins with two pieces by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky, arguably the most 
famous Russian composer of all time. His works include many well-known ballets, 
symphonies, and concertos, but he also composed many less-extensive pieces.  
 
Tchaikovsky composed the Dumka in c minor, Op. 59, known as “Russian Rustic Scene,” 
in 1886 on commission from his French publisher, Félix Mackar. Tchaikovsky himself 
referred to the single-movement piece as a “rhapsody.” According to Marina Frolova-
Walker in notes for a Hyperion Records CD, “dumka” means “thought” or “rumination” 
and “points to an Eastern-European genre of improvised song with instrumental 
accompaniment, which Tchaikovsky had most likely encountered in Ukraine.” She goes 
on to say that the scene is portrayed “…with a hint of dramatic action, possibly even 
with a tragic outcome, as in many a Romantic ballade.” 
 
Tchaikovsky’s “Romance” in f minor, Op. 5 is a much earlier work, dating back to 1868. 
The piece was dedicated to Désirée Artôt, a Belgian soprano with the Italian Opera 
Company in Moscow, to whom Tchaikovsky was briefly engaged. 
 
Sergei Rachmaninoff was a virtuoso pianist whose early compositional style was 
influenced by Tchaikovsky, as well as other Russian composers. He is considered to be 
one of the last great representatives of Romanticism in Russian classical music. His 
“Vocalise,” composed and published in 1915, is the last of the 14 Op. 34 Romances. It 
was written for voice with piano accompaniment and dedicated to soprano Antonina 
Nezhdanova. It has been arranged for various instruments and combinations thereof. 
 
Sergei Prokofiev was born of Russian parents in what is now Ukraine. He graduated 
from the Saint Petersburg Conservatory but left Russia in his mid-20s, making his living 
as a pianist, composer, and conductor in the U.S., Germany, and France. He moved back 
to Moscow in 1936 and was living there during World War II. This piano sonata is the 
second of the three "War Sonatas." It was first performed in 1943 in Moscow by 
Sviatoslav Richter. “With this work, we are brutally plunged into the anxiously 
threatening atmosphere of a world that has lost its balance,” Richter commented. 
“Chaos and uncertainty reign. We see murderous forces unleashed. But this does not 
mean that what we lived by before thereby ceases to exist. We continue to feel and to 
love. Now the full range of human emotions bursts forth. In the tremendous struggle 
that this involves, we find the strength to affirm the irrepressible life-force.” 
  
(Notes continue on back) 

 


